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A common path to achieving 
compliance to the European 
Union’s (EU’s) EMC Directive 

2004/108/EC (which I shall call the 
EMCD here) takes many manufacturers 
down the route of utilizing a third-
party EMC test laboratory to obtain 
EMC test reports for their products. 

article “Heading for the EU? Get 
Your Compliance Passport Ready1” 
appearing in the May 2013 issue of In 
Compliance.

However, it is important to understand 
that the EMCD contains no legal 
requirements for performing any EMC 
laboratory tests. 

EMCD, 89/336/EEC, and will also be 
true for compliance with the future 
EMCD, 2014-30-EC, which replaces the 
current EMCD on 20 April 2016 (more 
on this below). 

CE marking to their products, and to 

and signed an EU EMC Declaration 
of Conformity (DoC) which is based 
on the evidence of EMCD compliance 
contained within a Technical 
Documentation File (TDF).

As I will show later, there are two 
routes to declaring EMC compliance 
(sometimes called conformity to the 
EMCD), and it is the manufacturer’s 
choice whether his DoC relies entirely 
on all relevant harmonized standards 
(the Standards Route), or uses just a 
few or none of the relevant harmonized 
standards (the EMC Assessment Route). 

Even when following the Standards 

statement by a manufacturer that: 
“if my product was tested to these 
harmonized standards, it would 
probably pass.” 

How a manufacturer obtains 

legal declaration is entirely up to 
that manufacturer, and should be 
documented (amongst other things) in 
the TDF.

Compliance with the EMCD  
certainly does not require any test 
reports from third-party EMC test 

for many manufacturers of electronic 
products around the world to save time 
and money by testing in their own 
EMC labs. 

individual entrepreneurs, who  
might be working out of their garages 
(like Mr Hewlett and Mr Packard  

3 to sell 
their products in the EU without the 
high costs associated with EMC testing 
to standards. 
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